
 

 

WPC JUDGING PROCESS AND CRITERIA 2018 

 

Images are judged by a panel of international judges from around the world. Each accepted national 

team has the right to select and nominate 1 judge, so the number of the judges will be depending by 

the number of the national entered teams. Judges must be selected based on their photographic 

technique, experience, and previous training as a photographic judge. An association may elect to 

do not nominate a judge. Judges images may not be part of countries submission. Team captains 

may not be selected as judges. Judging will be blind and every image will be judged by each judge. 

But the scores for their own country will be taken out automatically. Selected judges must have an 

extensive national and international judging experience and will participate in “on line” briefings 

for this judging. 

 

Overview of the PRINCIPLES OF JUDGING for WPC: 

Each image is assessed four times and four scores entered. It is critical that judges look at each 

image for its strength based on the category (images that don’t clearly relate to the category 

description should score lower). Judges must be open minded about creative expression and not 

fall victim to digital enhancement that does not support the image concept and the four criteria 

when scoring, especially in portrait and wedding categories. While digital enhancement is part of 

photography today and relevant, all submissions should demonstrate foundation photographic 

skills. Images with extensive post production (electronic/digital manipulation) are accepted so 

long as the photographic component is dominant. Judges are asked to recognize photography as 

the core contribution to all image categories. Post Production should be relevant for the image. 

Images with a simple yet powerful message may not rely on Creativity or Technical manipulation 

to be recognized as a top scoring image. Any post production must be done under the direction of 

the photographer (author) of the image.  

 

Scoring will be based on four CRITERIA, each of the 4 criteria will contribute a maximum of 

25% of the total score: 

• IMPACT 

The impact is the sense of emotion an image creates in you when you see it for the first 



time. How does the image effect you (laughter, sadness, anger or other strong 

emotions)? A key component is the relevance of the image to the category of 

submission. It is a strong Portrait that defines the category description, a fabulous 

Commercial image that again expresses the definition of the category. Impact is also 

defined by all the other criteria and commonly focuses on which category of score 

(Excellent, High Quality etc) a judge will look at when selecting the score category and 

the range there.   

• VISION 

Is the visual language used compelling? Is the Photographic and/or Digital art medium 

used well to convey an idea, a message, a thought, or an impression, and recognizes the 

photographic relevance or contribution? Does the selected visual language (light, 

technique and enhancement) support the intent of the image and category or does it have 

a negative effect on the image?  

• TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE 

Is the image technically strong? Is the lighting and posing (where applicable) done with 

excellence? Is the product (car, building etc.) showcased with excellence? Is the post 

production management done with excellence (color balance, sharpness, retouching and 

compositing where applicable)? 

• COMPOSITION  

Is the composition strong – and possibly innovative? Does the composition support the 

story of the image? Does the composition support a center of interest in the image? Is a 

center of interested needed in the specific image? Has the photographer used design 

elements well? Proper composition holds the viewers’ attention to the image and 

emphasizes the message of the image. Good composition can please or disturb the eye 

depending on the intent of the image. 

 

Judges and members of the WPC Governing Committee are not eligible to participate as 

individual team members. 

 

The jury’s judgment is final and binding.   

 

 

Additional information and registration forms (from July 1
st
) available at www.worldphotographiccup.org 

 

                       


